(w. Express Yourself in English

Level: Intermediate — Upper Intermediate
Language Focus: Present Simple & Continuous

Bizarre Job Titles — Teacher's Notes

The following job titles come from an article called “the 100 oddest job titles” by Mark Wilkinson:
https://www.coburgbanks.co.uk/blog/friday-funnies/the-100-oddest-job-titles/ (some but not all the job titles
have descriptions on the website, in case you want to find out more).

The list was compiled from job titles that have actually been used in applicants’ CVs.

According to the article they fall into two categories, “absolutely bonkers jobs that simply shouldn't exist OR
silly attempts to jazz up job titles so that they sound more impressive.”

Some of them are a bit more obvious than others, so depending on how advanced the group is you might
want to select the simpler or more difficult ones. However, they might enjoy the challenge of looking up new
vocabulary for the tricky ones, which tend to be more entertaining!

The objective of this activity is for students to try to work out what the jobs involve and use both the present
simple and the present continuous.

For some of the jobs it's not very obvious what they are, but encourage the students to be creative with their
ideas!

Quick lead-in activity (suitable for one to one or a small group of students)
For a short and simple alternative to the Bingo game which would work as a lead-in activity to the “Tour
Guides” activity, simply cut the job title cards up individually. Shuffle them, place them face down and the

students pick them up and try to answer the following questions for the job title on the card:

@ What do you do? (basic job description using PRESENT SIMPLE)
@  What are you doing at the moment? (describe an ongoing activity using the PRESENT CONTINUOUS)

Use the examples below in the Bingo version of the game to demonstrate.
OR

Select a few examples from the list to share with the student/s get them to discuss what each job might
involve. Then ask the student to think up a) an alternative job title for their own job b) their own idea of a
bizarre job title with a job description, saying what they do generally plus what they are doing at the moment.
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The Job Title Bingo game (suitable for large groups or classes)

Preparation:

Cut the blocks of six job titles
Write the following examples on the board and ask students to work out what the jobs might involve:
o ‘“Talent Delivery Specialist”
o “Animal Colourist”
Explain that one is a very unusual job and the other one that is a “jazzed up” job title of something more
mundane. Ask if they can identify which is which and then what the jobs might involve.
Once you've elicited a few ideas explain what the jobs are:
o ‘“Talent Delivery Specialist” is actually a Recruitment Consultant
o “Animal Colourist” is a person who dyes animals for movies and marketing campaigns.
Ask the students to come up with an exciting alternative job title for their own job and perhaps also an
entertaining version of their job description.
Explain you will give them some more examples of these two types of bizarre job titles.

Group work

-

Divide students into groups of either 3 or 6 per group depending on the size of the class, there need to
be at least 3 different groups. Give each group a card with 6 job titles. They will need to decide as a
group what each job involves,
Each student selects either one (groups of 6) or two jobs (groups of 3 - all 6 job titles must be used) and
writes up 1or 2 sentences for each of the following:

o Ajob description using PRESENT SIMPLE e.g. | dye animals different colours for films

o An activity (something the job involves) using PRESENT CONTINUOUS e.g. | am making this

mouse blue

They should try to avoid using the words in the job title if possible as it will make the game that follows
a bit more challenging!

The game

Once all the students are ready with their job descriptions, give each group a Bingo Card (make sure
the colour of the card is the same as their own list of jobs).

Give them a minute or two to read through the list together.

Meanwhile write each students name on a piece of paper and fold it up, Mmix them up in a bag

One by one select a name. The student chosen then reads out their job description and activity. The
other groups have to try to identify if they have the correct job title on their list. If they think they have it,
they shout it out. If they are correct, they can mark their card, as in Bingo.

If nobody comes up with the correct job title, the student will need to give some more clues (maybe
with the help of the teacher)

The first group to get all the jobs on their card is the winner, but you should continue until all the
students have read out their job descriptions.

Feedback

-

During the game encourage the students to listen out for any mistakes with the present tenses and if
they think someone has made a mistake, they can try to correct it.

You should also take notes of the language used — both good and bad examples of the present tense
forms so that after all the students have finished you can take a more focused look at the language
together.
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Digital Overlord

Dream Alchemist

Reindeer Walker

Paradise Island Caretaker

Retail Jedi

lce Rink Hand-Holder

Wizard of Light Bulb Moments

Professional Sleeper

Master Handshaker

Rollercoaster Tester

Great Service Agent

Champagne Tester

Education Centre Nourishment
Consultants

Head of Potatoes

Zombie

Tree Decorator

Legal Bank Robber

Chief Inspiration Officer

Teddy Bear Surgeon

Chocolate Taster

Creator of Happiness

Beverage Dissemination Officer

Change Magician

Digital Prophet

www.expressyourselfinenglish.com




Biscuit Dunker

Accounting Ninja

Head of Troublemaking

Sales Superhero

Chief Chatter

Initiative Officer

Paper Folder

Pet Food Taster

Problem Wrangler

Director of Making People Happy

In-house Philosopher

Cat Behaviour Consultant

Social Media Trailblazer

Space Travel Agent

Conversation Architect

Oyster Floater

Professional Liar

Airport Scarecrow
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