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GUIDED TOURS -Teacher’s Notes 

This activity can work for one to one, pairs, small groups, or large classes (at the end there are suggestions for 
different versions according to class size). The task requires a bit of preparation time and possibly some research, 
so this could be given as homework once the students understand their role in the task. If not, you will need to 
give adequate time during the lesson. 

However, the focus is really on the present tense forms, so encourage students to have fun with it; for example 
what kind of school, hotel or factory are you presenting, they don’t necessarily have to be very normal and perhaps 
there are some problems going on that the tour guide needs to cover up… Students can get creative and have a 
bit of fun with this activity just as long as the Present Simple & Continuous forms remain the focus! 

Part one – Grammar focus 

It may be necessary to briefly revise the Present Simple and Continuous forms (using the chart supplied).  

You could use the other activity, Bizarre Job Titles which includes a couple of short lead-in activities which focus on 
the present tense forms.  

Part two – Preparation 

Before they start their preparations, remind the students that the aim is to practice using the PRESENT SIMPLE 
and PRESENT CONTINUOUS forms throughout the tour.  

For each place they visit on the tour they need to describe: 

1. Who you are and what your job title is.  
2. 5 different places and what happens in each place:  

a. regular activities or permanent situations using the PRESENT SIMPLE 
b. activities taking place at the moment or temporary or changing situations using the PRESENT 

CONTINUOUS 
3. Introduce other staff/colleagues and tell the visitors what they do and what they are doing now. 

Ask students to read out each part of the example, pointing out the use of present simple and continuous along 
the way. 

Students then choose from the tour-guide options below: 

 SAFARI TRIP GUIDE  
 SCHOOL TOUR  
 FILM STUDIO TOUR  
 FACTORY VISIT  

 LABORATORY VISIT  
 CITY TOUR GUIDE  
 ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG VISIT  
 HOTEL INSPECTION 

Encourage them to choose something that they feel confident they can come up with their own ideas. You 
don’t want them to take up too much time researching. 

Once they’ve chosen which tour, give them one of the cards with questions to help them prepare their tour.  
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The preparation can start, either in class time or as homework. If the students are working in pairs or groups 
then make sure they’ve each agreed on what their role is in the tour so they know what to research for their 
homework. 

If the research is done in class time allow about 20-25 minutes preparation time and be ready to help with 
vocabulary. It’s up to you if you think students should use their phones/devices to research online, but this 
can result in the preparation time taking much longer. 

Part three – The Tour 

Give the students a chance to practice in their pairs or small groups. Once they’ve done a run through of the 
tour, they can present it to the rest of the class.  

Ask the other students to listen carefully to their guides and be prepared to ask questions along the way. 

Feedback 

At the end write up on the board a mix of good and bad examples of the present tenses made during the 
activity and ask the students to identify the mistakes. 

Ask the students to talk about which tours they enjoyed and why. 

 

 

Alternative versions for different class sizes: 

One to One - ideally the research should be done as homework. Or, depending on the level or confidence of 
the student, you could make it a shorter, more spontaneous activity with the student coming up with ideas 
as they go along. Perhaps even do two or three short tours rather than one long one. 

Pairs – the students will need to agree on their roles: Either they can both be guides (and other students will 
be the tourists/visitors) or one can be the guide and the other the tourist/visitor, in which case the role of the 
visitor is to ask plenty of questions. Also, it would be advisable to allow time for them to swap roles. 

Small groups – they can be divided into pairs, with one pair being the guides and the other being the visitors 
(as in the pairs version above). Each pair will prepare their own tour so they all get a chance to be guides and 
visitors. 

Large class – divide the class into small groups and use the version above. The extra option here is to swap 
pairs/groups around once they’ve done a tour. Or each group can present their tour to the class after they’ve 
had time to practice. 


